 		 Jacob’s Well 
		   September  2017	           
The readings for the month of September and first Sunday in October are based on the lectionary for the Season of Creation, a season of the church year (like Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter or Pentecost) 
which celebrates God as Creator and invites every worshiper to consider his or her relationship to creation.
The Season of Creation is considered “optional,” but there is no other season which focuses in the same way on
God as Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer of the earth and universe.
		          [image: ]
Sept. 3       THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST       Celebration of the Lord’s Supper    
	Guest Worship Leader: Dick Behrens              
                        Lectionary Readings:  Exodus 3: 1-15; Psalm 105: 1-6, 23-26, 45; Jeremiah 15; 15-21: 
			Romans 12: 9-21; Matthew 16: 21-28
			Greeter: Anne Mitchell
			Liturgist: Bruce Guerineau
			Ushers: Terri Richards/Ajay Deyoe
			Counters: Anne Mitchell/Bruce Guerineau
			Communion Servers:  Anne Mitchell/Bruce Guerineau/TBD/TBD
			Communion Cleanup: Anna Bierma

Sept. 10     FIRST SUNDAY IN CREATION                         Forest Sunday
                         Lectionary Readings:  Genesis 2: 4B-22; Psalm 139: 13-16; Acts 17: 22=28; John 3: 1-16
			Greeters: Joan Lapitsky
			Liturgist: Chris Garney
			Ushers: Bill Olmert/ Eddie Fish
			Counters: Paulette Foote/Bruce Guerineau

Sept. 17    SECOND  SUNDAY IN CREATION                     Land Sunday          
		Lectionary Readings:  Genesis 3: 14-19; Psalm 139: 7-12; Romans 5: 12-17; Matthew 12: 38-40
			Greeter: Barbara Vincent
			Liturgist: Amber Deyoe
			Ushers: Terri Richards/Amber Deyoe
			Counters: Anne Mitchell/Cindy Brockman

Sept. 24     THIRD  SUNDAY  IN CREATION      	   Wilderness Sunday	
		Lectionary Readings: Joel 1: 8-10; Psalm 18: 6-19; Romans 8: 18-27; Matthew 3: 13-4:2; 
							Mark 1:9-13
			Greeter: Pat Woomer
[bookmark: _GoBack]			Liturgist: Amber Deyoe
			Ushers: Bill Olmert/Eddie Fish
			Counters: Cindy Brockman/Amber Deyoe			
From the Pastor.                                         [image: C:\Users\oldsa\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\IE\SJHJK060\20121231-community-ring[1].jpg]			        										             				
Dear Members and Friends of Old Saratoga,

We have good news to share!  In the last issue (July-Aug.) of Jacob's Well, you may have read about the Albany Synod Fellowship Program, and how Old Saratoga, Bacon Hill and Fort Miller Reformed Churches applied jointly to be a ministry site.  We did not know at the time whether or not our application would be accepted. Shortly after, we were notified that the synod approved our application, and we've been moving forward since that time.

As a ministry site, the three churches will have the opportunity to welcome a Western Theological Seminary graduate who will work with our three churches for two years. As in an internship, this “fellow” who will work among us, will hopefully also benefit as she experiences congregational ministry first-hand and continues to develop her pastoral skills.  She will be an employee of the Synod of Albany, and supported financially by the Synod, the Classis (we hope!) and the three churches as they are able.

On August 10, a group of representatives from the three churches met at Old Saratoga
to “meet” the fellow whom the Synod identified would be a good match for our churches.
Her name is Jennifer Legg and she is presently living in North Carolina.  With Patrick
Woomer's technological expertise, we were able to set up a video conference with
Jennifer,  and get to know her better. We had a good exchange of questions and answers,
and everyone there left with a good impression.  Many thanks to consistory members Paulette Foote and Bruce Guerineau,  who represented Old Saratoga.

The starting date for the program was changed from mid-September to November 1
to allow for more planning and preparation among the churches for Jennifer's arrival.
We are in the process of forming an oversight team of pastors and church representa-
tives who will meet with Jennifer to help plan what she will do and provide feedback.
We are also working on finding an apartment for her to live in.  Jennifer, who is currently
managing a Starbucks restaurant, is hoping to come for a short visit Sept. 13-17 if possible, to see the churches, meet people, and make plans for her move in mid-October.

On World Communion Sunday, October 1, the three churches are getting together after
worship to offer an overview of the purpose and goals of Albany Synod Fellowship Program, report on progress to date, and answer questions.  All members and friends
of the congregations are welcome to attend! The noon gathering will be at Old Saratoga.

All three churches are looking forward to being part of this pioneering project in our
synod.  As we blaze new trails in ministry, and try new ways of doing things, there
are definitely some unknowns,  but we hope with God's grace and leading to move
forward in faith.  It will be our joy to welcome Jennifer into our community of faith
and to work side by side with her.  Our hope and prayer is that the next two years will bring renewed life and hope to the Body of Christ!

Thank you all for your prayers and support.

Faithfully yours,
Pastor Joyce deVelder
Church FamilyBIRTHDAYS

  2: Cindy Brockman
  4: Patricia Hayes-Howd
  4: Jim Brockman
  4: Atticus McCarty
  5: Karl Thayer
  8: Jillian Dickinson
  9:  Bridgette Lewie
10: Emma Bartholomay
11: Barbara Elcox
14: Joan Lapitsky
14: Mike Hughes
16: Gene Usher
18: Jennifer (MacMillan) Squires
18: Brian Driscoll
20: Randy Kerr III
23: Gage Woomer
24: Chad Cummins
25: Adam Lockwood
29: Patti Booth
             [image: ]
              ANNIVERSARIES

11: Patrick and Robin Woomer
16  Sue and Mike Hughes
21: Paula (Hayes) and Douglas Sheely, 1991
24: Karl and Kim Thayer

Please help us keep the lists current by giving us dates and updates.  Thanks!


        HOSPITALIZED IN JULY/AUGUST

Charlotte Morrill Gorham-Saratoga Hosp.
Danny MacMillan – Albany Med












































    THANKS EXTENDED
IN OUR PRAYERS
“Pray at all times in the Spirit….making supplication
           for all the saints.”       (Ephesians 6: 18)

Ruth Hayes 			Bette Tucker	            
Dwight Colvin 			Sue and Tom Wilbur
Alyson Fitzgerald 		Bill Cluff 
Thomas Altrogge 		Venita Duffany
David Garrand		Ryan Markwith
Rod Borgman 			Ashley Edgar 
John Bodnar			Trevor Lewie
Richard Zelazny 		Naomi Thayer 
Sandy Jones			Cheryl Durkee
Evie Senecal 			Alicia Lewie 
Charlotte Gorham		Rosie Driscoll	
Justin Flanders			Clyde Wells
Susie Murphy 			Tom Barber
Pat Hayes-Howd 		Michael Hughes lll
Sandy DeGregory                     Charles Thayer 
Mona Perkins			Barbara Vincent
Suzanne Guerineau		Joan James	
Connie Jacobson		Trisha Atkinson
Michael Gordon		Jodi Neckles
Nancy and Norman Howard   Peggy MacMillan
Donald Morrill			Rev. Virginia Cornell
Hank Harrington		Joy Yahwak
Florence Sherman		Ken Howe
Danny MacMilllan

              THANKS RECEIVED

“Thank you for your recent gift. “($141) 
Rick and Priscilla Melen
Retired missionaries from Wycliffe Bible Translators
(The Mellens have welcomed several old friends over the summer, and will travel to NC to help a friend move.  Their letter is posted on the bulletin board for you to read.)

“Thank you for your recent gift of $381 which will help to make available the highest level of services to over 830 people with developmental disabilities.”
Heather Varney 
Development and Foundation Director 
Saratoga Bridges













     






     
           PEOPLE YOU KNOW

Congratulations to Paula  Sheely, who received certification to be a Credit Union Executive in July.  Paula attended an 11 day, third annual training event in Wisconsin from July 16-27, and was awarded certification at the close of that event.  She continues to work as  Chief Retail Officer for Hudson River Credit Union.  
Paula was also accepted into a two year Weekend Executive MBA (Master of Business Administration)at the University of Albany.  Her classes began in August.

On July 15, Jacob Houston (24) went to NYC with his dad, Jim, to attend an awards ceremony at the Salmagundi Club in Manhattan.  Jacob had been accepted by the jury of selection to exhibit one of his paintings in the 63rd Annual National Juried Exhibition at the National Society of Painters in Casein and Acrylic.  Jacob won the Winson and Newton Award at this exhibition for his recent painting of “Greenwich Lighted Tractor Parade.”	Congratulations to jsacob and his parents, Jim and Claire!   www.jacobhoustonart.com

“Painting every day brings me a sense of peace that I cannot find any place else.” 
 Jacob Houston









                                      SYMPATHY

The church extends sympathy in Christ to the family and friends of Anthony “Tony” Stanco (77) from Queensbury, who died unexpectedly on July 8.  He had built and operated the Adirondack Motel and Little Tony’s Diner in Lake George until his retirement in 2005.  A memorial mass was held on July 21 at Sacred Heart Church in Lake George.  Please keep in your prayers Tony’s wife of 57 years, Joan Stanco, and their son Anthony “Tony” and his wife Kimberly Barter Stanco, and their three children Lara-Ann, Morgan and Anthony.
			
                      [image: ]
The church extends sympathy in Christ to the family and friends of Marilyn (Skiff) Brophy (92) who died at her home in Hudson Falls on July 21, 2017.  Marilyn and her mother, Carolyn Skiff (who preceded her in death) joined Old Saratoga in 1944.  Mariiyn worked at the Skiff Market in Schuylerville,  Sulli’s Grocery (now Byron’s) and later on with  her husband at the Battenkill Country Club in Greenwich.

Marilyn is survived by her two daughters, Jo-Ann Ragan (Jeff) and Laraine Destalto (Bob.)
Her husband, Edward S. Brophy and their son, Edward S. Brophy, Jr. preceded her in death.  A graveside service, led by Pastor Joyce, was held on July 27 at Prospect Hill Cemetery.




			


















    					     Church Life       APPEAL DONATIONS TO DATE
                                 [image: ]     
	     Summer Appeal -$2515
                            Thank you!

   WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 
   LUNCH GATHERING ON OCT. 1

Following their morning worship services,  members and friends of the Bacon Hill, Fort Miller and Old Saratoga congregations will gather at 12 noon at Old Saratoga on World Communion Sunday (Oct. 1) for a covered dish luncheon!
                              [image: ] 
The purpose of this gathering is to learn more about the Albany Synod Fellowship Program, and the progress which the three churches have made to date- and to answer questions people may have about the program which will start Nov. 1.  Our special guest at the meeting will be the Rev. Abby Norton-Levering, Ministries Coordin-ator for the Synod of Albany.  Abby will be arriving around 12:30pm.  

**If you only wish to attend the meeting portion, please come at 12:30pm.**



Please bring something to share and come to have fellowship with our friends from Bacon Hill and Fort Miller – while learning more about this exciting venture we are all soon to begin!  All are welcome!

               FALL START-UPS
          ECUMENICAL BIBLE STUDY
Bible Study will resume on Wed. Sept 13 at 10am.
	     WOMEN’S GUILD
The Guild will resume on Monday, Sept. 18 at noon.
                CHANCEL CHOIR
The choir will resume rehearsing on Thursday, Sept. 7 at 7pm. 


CHURCH RECEIVES MEMORIAL GIFT 	OF A PICNIC TABLE

The consistory was pleased to receive, on behalf of the congregation, a wonderful picnic table, donated by Charlotte Morrill Gorham, in memory of her husband, James L. Gorham, Jr., who died on Dec. 19, 2016.  Jim had taken great pleasure in painting this wooden table with the colors of the rainbow.  It stands on the east lawn of the church, near the Headstart play area and storage shed.  
We hope it will be a sign of hospitality to the community and passers-by, and be of service to the church and all who use it for many years to come!
                    [image: ]
Many thanks to Charlotte- and to her son, Donald Morrill and  David deVelder, who brought the table from Charlotte’s home to the church this summer!


              SUNDAY SCHOOL

Please watch for news about Sunday School in the October JW!































            HYMNS OF OUR FAITH
“Sing to the Lord, you saints of God; praise   
             his holy name.”   (Psalm 30:4)

“The Lord is here! His promised word is evermore 		the same,
Himself to be where two or three are gathered in 		his name.”

Inspired by Jesus’ words as found in Matthew 18: 20, “Where two or three come together in my name, there I am with them,”  Timothy Dudley- Smith, bishop of the Church of England wrote the text of the hymn “The Lord Is Here.”    A prolific writer of hymn texts, the bishop is credited with writing over 400 hymns.  Many of the texts have not been put to music.  In many other cases, traditional tunes have been applied.  “The Lord Is Here’ speaks of God’s promises to be with us, to give us his holy spirit, his peace, and the gift of God’s grace.   Frequently sung as part of the sacrament of Holy Communion, Dudley-Smith speaks of “blessings from above, by pledge and sign of bread and wine.”
The hymn is sung to the tune entitled Crimond, composed by Jessie S. Irvine in mid- 19th century.  It is better known as one of the tunes attached to “The Lord Is My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want.”  Jessie was the daughter of a Church of Scotland minister, and it is believed that she wrote the tune as a teenager.
Throughout the pages of God’s Holy Word we have confirmation of God’s many promises, confirmed by Jesus in the commissioning of his disciples.  In Matthew 28:20 we read, “Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
Whether in groups of two or three believers, or in privately meeting life’s blessings and challenges, we are assured that the “Lord is here.”
Dick Behrens



































Dick Behrens

































Dick Behrens
                                                      



































Dick Behrens






































Dick Behrens
       PROPERTY COMMITTEE REPORT

The Property Committee met on 7/24 and updated the progress of the items on which they have been working:
1 The trees around the property have been trimmed by Adirondack Tree Surgeons.
2 The sump pump in the church basement had to be replaced.
            

MISSION OF THE QUARTER
                                       [image: ]
Caring and Sharing

Caring and Sharing is a program that benefits the Schuylerville School District community.  Caring and Sharing is based at the Schuylerville Central School and is funded by donations throughout the year.  Caring and Sharing provides school supplies, sneakers, sports uniforms, and Christmas gifts to those in need.  Caring and Sharing coordinators are Pam Driscoll and Lisa Schwartz.
Boxes for donations are available for filling and will be returned to the church at the end of September.


   TUESDAY COFFEE TIME  9:30-10am
		[image: ]

The Tuesday morning coffee hour will continue this Fall, from 9:30-10am.   All are welcome to come, sit around the table, have a “goodie” and coffee, and enjoy some conversation!

	      









































								
Yard Sale
“Treasures, Treats and Tunes”
Sat. Sept. 16  8am-3pm

[image: ]at Old Saratoga Reformed Church
Corner of Burgoyne and Pearl Street
Items for Sale
Books, CDs, Videos, DVDs, Jewelry, Toys, 
Adult and children's clothes, Sports clothing and gear,
Kitchen items, Linens, Knick-knacks

Food
Burgers, hot dogs, sausage, baked goods
Live Music!!!
      Rain or shine!!!
    ** Donations will be accepted from 9/6 -9/11
    Please no electronics (TVs, VCRs, etc.) and no sets of dishes or MUGS!!!					         
					          HOT DOG ROAST
			                          Sat. Sept. 30 at 5pm
					
                                                                                                     [image: ]

Mark your calendar for a fun-filled evening of food and fellowship as we join together for a hot dog roast at the home of Duffy and Bill Whitehouse!  We’ll roast hot dogs on sticks, and enjoy accompaniments from covered dishes, bought by people to share.   After the meal, we will gather around the campfire!  DON’T FORGET TO SIGN UP!!  See you there!

			       SAVE THE DATE – REFORMATION SUNDAY
					        Sunday, Oct. 29
						[image: ]
An afternoon ecumenical service is being planned by the local clergy to commemorate the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation!  (Watch for details in the Oct. issue of Jacob’s Well!


				    BOSCH MEMORIAL GIFT RECEIVED

The consistory of Old Saratoga was grateful to receive a generous monetary memorial gift from David and Leslie Bosch, in memory of David’s father and mother, Dr. Don and Eloise Bosch, Reformed Church in America missionaries to the Middle East, and beloved members of Old Saratoga Reformed Church.  Dr. Don, a renowned surgeon in the country of Oman, died in Oman on Feb. 6, 2012.  Eloise, a teacher in Oman, died in Oman this past year on Oct. 7, 2016.  David mentioned in his correspondence how much his parents loved Old Saratoga in the years they were here.

				                CAFÉ MUSICA

Three local groups entertained a good- sized crowd on the church lawn on Sunday afternoon, Aug. 20.  This Time Around, Fifty Miles from Home, and The Rose N  Thorns presented something for everyone’s taste in music.  Delicious refreshments, provided by church members and friends were also enjoyed.  OSRC  Deacons had designated the donations at the concert to go to Habitat for Humanity, GF Chapter, and we were privileged to have the new regional director, Bill Bufskim, speak briefly about their mission and their exciting new venture – a store which will be opening soon.  “ReStore” will be located on Rt. 9 and will feature items for use in building and fitting a home.  Donations totaled  $241 and will be sent to Habitat this month.  Thanks go to all who came and who donated!  Special thanks to Christopher Tucker and Bruce Guerineau for organizing the event.


 				      In Our Community	
					 SARATOGA COUNTY
EOC’S MOBILE PANTRY

If you know people who are hungry, but can’t get to the food pantry, please let them know that help is on the way!  Saratoga’s Mobile Pantry will be visiting the neighborhood.

When:  4th Tuesday of the month   2:30-4pm
Where:  Schuylerville United Methodist Church
		    51 Church Street
__________________________________________
MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Become a Hospice volunteer!

Community Hospice has openings in the next training class which starts at the end of October.  Come to one of the introductory information sessions to learn more about the work the volunteers do, either on
	  Mon. Sept. 25 at 11am
                Greenwich Library             
			or
               Wed. Sept. 27 at 1pm
 Community Hospice, 179 Lawrence St.
		Saratoga Springs
           Call 518-581-0800 to register
______________________________________
PAINTING PARTY

Sat. Sept. 9   Noon-2:30pm
Catholic Daughters invites you to join them for a creative afternoon of painting with 
	         Tina Capome Kinns
          Cost: $30 includes all supplies
	  Refreshments supplied

      Call: Patty Patrick (518-507-6452) to reserve 		     before 9/3

       SECOND HAND ROSE THRIFT SHOP
       116 Broadway, Schuylerville NY
                                        [image: ]
                   Tues. – Sat.  11am-4pm
Donations gladly accepted during store hours
           Volunteers are always needed!
               Call Charlotte at 695-4640
    Next Board meeting:   TBA at 9:30 at OSRC
________________________________________________
                              SAFER
          (Schuylerville Area Food Relief)
                       12 Spring Street
          Open 9-12 noon    M,F   260-4779                              
                
        BACON HILL CHICKEN BBQ

After a busy day of shopping at the town wide garage sales, why not treat yourself to chicken bbq from Bacon Hill Reformed Church!!
                  Date: Saturday, 9/16
Seatings: 4:15 and 5:30pm  Takeouts    4-6pm
            $12 Adults; $6 for children 5-12;
                   $6 for ½ chicken only
Reservations: Jennifer Thomas – 518-695-6116
         
         RIDE FOR DANNY MACMILLAN
(Danny is a 12 year old who has been recently diagnosed with Ewing’s Sarcoma)

Sat. Sept. 16    11:30am at the Greenwich Elks Lodge
                                  Poker Run
                    $25/person or $40 for 2
            Cars and motorcycles welcome!
	          [image: ]


























Church Office: 695-3479 							
E-Mail:oldsaratogareformed@verizon.net 
Fax: 1-518-695-3479
www.old-saratoga.rcachurches.org


OLD SARATOGA REFORMED CHURCH
www.old-saratoga.rcachurches.org
oldsaratogareformed@verizon.net
www.facebook.com/oldsaratogareformedchurch
PASTOR: Rev. Joyce deVelder
OFFICE MANAGER: Duffy Whitehouse
Consistory Members: Amber Deyoe, Paulette Foote,
Cindy Brockman, Bruce Guerineau, Anne Mitchell
Published ten times yearly in Schuylerville, NY 12871
Sunday Worship: 10:00 am 
Sunday School: (Sept.-June) 10:00am–11:00am












		     			          
       Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
      Sunday   Sept. 3    10am
        Guest Worship Leader: Dick Behrens


    						   Yard Sale
                                         Sat. Sept. 16    8am-3pm

		              Hot Dog Roast and Campfire
		                              Sat. Sept 30   5pm   (details inside)
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