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April 1         CELEBRATION OF THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST         The Lord’s Supper 
		         Fellowship Hour following worship.  All are welcome to attend!
Lectionary Readings:  Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118, 1-2, 14-24; 1 Corinthians 15: 1-11; 
					Mark 16: 1-8
			Greeter: Anna Bierma
			Liturgist:  Chris Garney
			Ushers: Ajay Deyoe/Dick Behrens
			Counters: Paulette Foote/Anne Mitchell
Communion Servers: Paula Sheely, Paulette Foote, Cindy Brockman, Anne Mitchell
			Communion Cleanup: Anna Bierma

April 8        SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER	     Stewardship Invitation presented by Dick Behrens
Lectionary Readings:  Acts 4: 32-45; Psalm 133; 1 John 1: 1-22; John 20: 19-31
			Greeter: Joan Lapitsky
			Liturgist: Holly Deyoe
			Ushers: Bridget Behrens/Karl Thayer
			Counters: Anne Mitchell/Bruce Guerineau

April 15        THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER       Pastor Jenn Legg assisting in worship
		Lectionary Readings: Acts 33: 12-19; Psalm 4; 1 John 3: 1-7; Luke 24:24: 36-48
Greeter: Bridget Critelli
			Liturgist: Susanna Combs
			Ushers:  Hank  Harrington/Holly Deyoe
			Counters: Amber Deyoe/Bruce Guerineau

April 22       FOURTH  SUNDAY  OF EASTER                         Earth Day Sunday
		Lectionary Readings:  Acts 4: 5-12; Psalm 23; 1 John 3: 16-24; John 10: 11-18
Greeter: Patti Booth
			Liturgist:  Amber Deyoe
			Ushers:  Katrina and Makenzie Harrington
			Counters: Anne Mitchell/TBA

April 29       FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER              Children’s Sunday
		Lectionary Readings:  Acts 8: 26-40; Psalm 22: 25-31; 1 John 4: 7-21; John 15: 1-8
Greeter: Cindy Brockman
			Liturgist:  Paulette Foote
			Ushers:  Paula Sheely/Bill Olmert
			Counters: Paula Sheely/Cindy Brockman

Our worship services begin at 10:00 am.  The sanctuary is handicapped accessible.
	                     Holy Communion is celebrated the first Sunday of each month.

From Pastor Joyce...

“I remember my affliction and my wandering,
the bitterness and the gall.
I well remember them, and my soul is cast down within me.
Yet this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope:
Because of the Lord's great love we are not consumed,
for his compassions never fail.
They are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.”  
(Lamentations 3: 19-23)

Dear Members and Friends of Old Saratoga,

Greetings and the peace of the Risen Christ to you and your families!

We just celebrated the Resurrection of Jesus Christ from death; and now begins the season of Eastertide which continues through May 9, the day before the Ascension.

Have you ever thought of the rising of Christ as an act of divine compassion?  You may
ask: 'Does that mean God's compassion on Jesus for the suffering and death he endured? Or could it also mean God's compassion upon the world in raising up the One whom the world rejected—the One who “came back” to give us life?'

It may help to remember the meaning of the word “compassion.”  It's a word that means “to suffer with.”  Did God not stand by Jesus until the act of Love on the cross was completed in the resurrection?  Does not God stand by the world when it is consumed by its own violence and despair?  

God indeed suffers with us because God loves and cares for us. Jeremiah the prophet wrote that “God's compassions never fail.  They are new every morning.”

As children of God, created in God's likeness, we hold in our beings the seeds of compassion—the willingness to love and suffer with others who are also children of God.  Compassion is that divine gift of our Maker,  that helps overcome our selfishness, and brings us alongside others to offer love, comfort and support. Every act of compassion, no matter how great or small, gives meaning to life and love to the world.

The poet Emily Dickinson of Amherst, MA (1830-1886) expressed this in one of her poems:

If I can stop one heart from breaking,
I shall not live in vain;
If I can ease one life the aching,
Or cool one pain,
Or help one fainting robin
Unto his nest again,
I shall not live in vain.

Through this Eastertide, let us rejoice in the unfailing compassion of God for us and for all; and as followers of the Risen Christ, may we be led by His Spirit to practice compassion in our daily lives.  The way of compassion is Love, and it is Love that gives life!

Faithfully yours, 
Pastor Joyce deVelder
			Church Family
          HOSPITALIZED IN MARCH

Paulette Foote- Saratoga Hospital
Ruth Hayes – Saratoga Hospital

	   THANKS RECEIVED

“Thank you for your contribution of $225 to the Hurricane Maria relief efforts led by the Palmas Community Church (Puerto Rico)   It will go directly to families in our community who were hardest hit by the storm.  You may see some of the ways your donations are a blessing to others by visiting Facebook and typing in Palmas Community Church, where photos are posted.”
Kind regards, 
Monique Caradine-Kitchens
Secretary, Board of Directors


             THANKS EXTENDED


The offering boxes for the first quarter of 2018 were for the support of Drilling for Hope, whose primary purpose is to place water wells in 3rd world countries.   The box offerings totaled $203.91, with additional funds yet coming from the Sunday School.  Our treasurer will be sending the check to Karen Flewelling on 4/22, so you may still contribute until that date.  Thank you to all who contributed to the first quarter mission!

A fundraiser dinner for Drilling for Hope will be held on May 18 from 5-7pm at the 
Principessa Elena in Saratoga.
More information will be available next month.



                        BIRTHDAYS
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  	 2: Harold Burch
 	 2: Colleen Burch
 	 4: Leah Demick 
 	 5: Gabriel Paul Alexanian
 	 7: Jikke (Bierma) Loughlin  
 	 8: Janice Cornell
 	 9: Sarah Zotzmann
	10: Christopher Correll
	13: Allene Cobart
	15: Sarah Mathis
	17: Kathryn (Sherman) Clark
	17: Andrew Freebern
	20: Carl Douglass
	21: Maggie Cox
	23: John Deyoe, Jr.
	23: Bryn Radigan
	24: Jillian Perkins
	25: Devin Freebern
	27: Edward Robert Richards Fish
	30: Michael Shaver

                 ANNIVERSARIES
                     [image: ]
17: Donald and Kathleen Bartholomay
_________________________________
    
                    SAVE THE DATE!

CONCERT AT ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL 
       CHURCH OF SCHUYLERVILLE

On Sunday, May 6 at 6pm everyone is welcome to attend a concert in honor of St. Stephen’s 150th Anniversary.








































OUR FRIENDS IN HEALTH CARE FACILITIES/HOMEBOUND

(We've listed the names and addresses of our 
church members/friends for the purpose of remembering them in prayer or with a card.)
Chauncey Mabb, Crescent Manor, 312 Crescent Blvd. , Bennington, VT 05201, 1-802-379-3148 
Bette Tucker, Wesley Community, Victoria 212, 
131 Lawrence St. Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
Shirley Mabb, Saratoga Center A110, 149 Ballston Ave., Ballston Spa NY 12020


IN OUR PRAYERS

“Pray at all times in the Spirit…making supplication  for all the saints.”       (Ephesians 6: 18)

Ruth Hayes 			Bette Tucker	            
Dwight Colvin 	            Sue and Tom Wilbur
Alyson Fitzgerald 		Anne Mitchell
Susanna Combs		Thomas Altrogge 
David Garrand		Ryan Markwith
Rod Borgman 		Ashley Edgar 
John Bodnar			Trevor Lewie
Richard Zelazny 		Naomi Thayer 
Ron Hamm			Sandy Jones	
Evie Senecal 			Alicia Lewie 
Charlotte Gorham		Rosie Driscoll	
Gerry Barber			Clyde Wells
Susie Murphy 		Tom Barber
Anna Bierma 			Sue Hughes
Sandy DeGregory                Charles Thayer 
Mona Perkins	                        Patti Allen
Suzanne Guerineau		Robin Woomer 
Sandy Horsfield		Cheryl Durkee
			




“When we recognize that we can no longer rely on our own resources, we open a space for God to work.”

   Archbishop Desmond Tutu


       PALM SUNDAY BREAKFAST
               THANK YOU

We thank everyone who came to the Palm Sunday Breakfast before church on March 25.  Over 40 people, ages 6-96, enjoyed a wonderful time of fellowship and sampling the array of delicious breakfast foods and breads!  It was a meaningful way to begin Holy Week and to give thanks for the community of faith of which we’re a part, because of the life, death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ!
Special thanks to Cindy Brockman, Patti and Mark Booth and others who helped organize and set up for the breakfast!


	QUARTERLY MISSION
	         Fowler Ministries



The mission for the second quarter (April-June) is Fowler Ministries, which helps support and sustain not only the camp itself, but its programs and ministries.  “The camp has been set aside for 64 years to allow congre-gations to experience a holy world, loved-redeemed-sustained by a Holy God.  We are, all together, stewards of 245 acres, 1000 feet of lakefront, over 30 buildings, all the children who visit, and all the creatures which make their homes there.  Donations from congregations account for about 20% of the support needed to sustain Camp Fowler.”      Rev. Kent Busman

Thank you for your support of Fowler Ministries.

Coin boxes are available on the back table of the sanctuary, or you may make your donation by check to OSRC, earmarked “Fowler Ministries.”  Boxes are due back Sunday. June 24.
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LASAGNA DINNER
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Sat. April 14
4:30-6:30 pm

Old Saratoga Reformed Church
48 Pearl St., Schuylerville

Lasagna (meat and vegetarian), Ziti, tossed salad,
           Italian bread, assorted desserts and beverages

    $10 for adults- $5 for children 5-10- Under 5 free


 Reservations for eat-ins and take outs preferred
Call 518-693-6527 or 518-695-3479 
Walk-ins welcome!  


           Church Life          PASTOR JENN’S WORSHIP 
           SCHEDULE FOR APRIL
		       [image: ]
	Sun. April 1   Fort Miller

	Sun. April 8   Bacon Hill

	Fri., Sat.   April 13,14   
	       Faith Walking Retreat

	Sun. April 15   Old Saratoga    

	Sun. April 22   Vacation in NC

	Sun. April 29   Fort Miller


            GARDENER NEEDED
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Once again, Old Saratoga is requesting the help of someone who likes flowers, and would have a couple of hours each week to plant, water and weed our three flower beds (one by the sign on the corner, one around the spotlight on the front lawn, and one by the back door of the church, which has mostly ground cover)

Plants will be purchased by the Property Committee and will just need to be put in the ground.  Please let Pastor Joyce know if you are able to help.  Thanks!

              LASAGNA DINNER
 		Sat. April 14

Be sure to check out all the information about our Annual Lasagna Dinner, found in the flyer just before this page.  Sign-up sheets are posted in the foyer.  We will need everyone’s help.  There are opportunities to make a dessert, purchase some salad fixings, help assemble the lasagnas, serve, clean-up and wash dishes, or make a monetary donation towards the cost of ingredients for the lasagnas.  Thank you!!

       TRAVELING STAFF MEMBERS

                         [image: ]			
During the month of April, several of our staff people will be out of the office and traveling.  Pastor Jenn Legg will be away from April 16-22, visiting family and friends in North Carolina. From April 23-30, Duffy Whitehouse will be visiting the sights of the Pacific Northwest and Northern California.  Then on April 24 Pastor Joyce, David and Mikael deVelder will be driving to Michigan to spend a week visiting family and friends, returning on May 2.  Cindy Brockman will be filling in for Duffy at the office, and Pastors Janet Vincent and Jenn Legg will be on call for any pastoral needs you may have during these times.  We wish all of our travelers safe journeys and good times!


ANNOUNCEMENTS PLACEMENT  CHANGED

At its last meeting, the worship committee decided to begin the service with the announcements and prayer concerns, in order to have the flow of the worship service be uninterrupted.  If a prayer request is placed in the offering plate, it will be mentioned just before the Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession. 













































           LASAGNA DINNER

Please see the flyer in this issue for details about the Lasagna Dinner.  Sign- up sheets have been posted in the foyer.  Stop and look to see how you can help: making a dessert, purchasing salad items, helping to assemble the lasagnas, buying tickets or making a donation.  Tell your friends and family about the dinner.  Thanks!


           CHILDREN’S SUNDAY
		   April 29

The theme of this year’s Children’s Sunday is Our Response to God’s Gifts.  The children will be teaching us that our response to God’s creation of the world is to be grateful, to enjoy it and to take care of it.  God created people in his image, and our response to that is also to be grateful, to enjoy the differences in people and to take care of them.
The children will be joining with the Chancel Choir in an anthem entitled “You Are Welcome Here.”  
Please be sure to come to church on April 29 to support the children on their faith journeys.


     CLEANUP DAY SCHEDULED

The Property Committee has scheduled  Saturday,  May 5 at 9am for a church cleanup, both inside and outside the building.   A list of jobs is being drawn up.  If you notice something which you feel needs attention, please speak to one of the members of the Property Committee (Paulette Foote, David deVelder, Karl Thayer, Oscar Everts or Duffy Whitehouse.)  A sign- up sheet will be posted.  We’ll need lots of help!!
          HYMNS OF OUR FAITH
“Sing to the Lord, you saints of his: praise his holy name.”     Psalm 30:4

“Here, O my Lord, I see you face to face.
Here faith can touch and handle things unseen;
Here will I grasp with firmer hand your grace,
and all my weariness upon you lean.”

“Here, O My Lord” is a hymn for a specific part of worship – Holy Communion.  The text was written by Horatius Bonar, a minister of the Scottish Free Church.  He was also a prolific writer with a particular flair for poetry.  He is credited with writing the texts of 470 hymns.  
One of the stories about the writing of this hymn concerns Dr. Bonar’s brother, Andrew, who was also a pastor.  It seems that Andrew wanted a hymn especially composed for the observance of the Lord’s Supper.  It is said that Horatius delivered the hymn the next day.
Observance of the Lord’s Supper is perhaps the most solemn and holiest of sacraments.  In a number of Christian denominations, the belief is that in the blessing of the bread and wine, the elements are transformed into the body and blood of Christ.  In the “reformed” tradition of Christianity the elements are blessed, but are symbolic of Jesus’ body and blood.  No matter which doctrine we follow, Bonar has captured the solemnity of the Lord’s Supper when he wrote, “here faith can touch and handle things unseen.”  It is at this moment that we are most likely to feel the presence of God and more fully understand the meaning of God’s saving grace.  
“Here I will feed upon the bread of God,
Here drink with you the royal wine of heaven;
Here I will lay aside each earthly load,
Here taste afresh the calm of sins forgiven.”

The last verse gloriously points to the day when we will feast in the visible presence of God.

“Feast after feast thus comes and passes by,
Yet, passing points to that glad feast above;
Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy
The Lamb’s great bridal feast of bliss and love.”

Dick Behrens












































	SPRING ORIENTATION FOR 
		NEW MEMBERS

The Elders will soon be meeting  on Sunday, April 8 to plan another New Members Orientation for persons who are interested in church membership at Old Saratoga and/or may have been unable to attend the last orientation held in November 2017. The elders are hoping to schedule an orientation prior to Pentecost Sunday (May 20) at which time new members would be welcomed into the congregation!   If you are interested, please contact Pastors Joyce or Jenn or one of the elders (Paula Sheely, Paulette Foote, Amber Deyoe)  The orientation date will be announced as soon as possible after April 8.


    PROPERTY COMMITTEE REPORT

In its report at the recent consistory meeting, the following items were mentioned:
 	The committee has made plans to meet with a company on April 3, which will assess our sound system, give suggestions and an estimate for better meeting our needs.  
	The exterior painting of the church building by Hayes Contracting Company will occur sometime in May, depending on the weather.
	The front and back steps of the parsonage will be worked on by Doug Sheely in the Spring.
	We need to find someone who will take care of the snowblowing/shoveling for the upcoming winter. Any suggestions will be welcome!

The next meeting will be 4/16 at 7pm at church.
         FOWLER CAMPERSHIPS

We currently have three youth (Bridget Behrens, Makenzie Harrington and	
Bridgette Lewie) who will be attending Camp Fowler this summer.  Each camper will receive a campership of $300  from OSRC towards the cost of the week.  If you would like to contribute towards this cost, please make your check to OSRC, earmarked “campership.”  Thanks!


     FAITHWALKING 101 RETREAT
       IN MAY AT CAMP FOWLER

“Faithwalking” is a spiritual formation process for adults who wish to go more deeply into their faith and live authentic lives of love and service as disciples of Jesus Christ.  (Faithwalking is part of a national movement founded in 2007 and is being used by the Reformed Church in America to help renew and transform congregations and individuals in living out their faith)  Pastor Jenn is partici-pating in Faithwalking through the Albany Synod Fellowship Program.  She, along with some members of the Fellowship Team (representatives from Old Saratoga, Bacon Hill and Fort Miller) are planning to participate in one of the two May retreats listed below.  Other members are welcome to participate as well.

When: 5/17-19 or May 20-22- Pastor Jenn 	is planning to be present and help 	lead the May 20-22 retreat)
Where:  Camp Fowler, Speculator, NY
Cost: There is no cost!
Registration : Due April 8 - Pastor Jenn 	registers for churches participating 	in the Albany Synod  Fellowship 	Program
Contact:  Pastor Jenn at 1-919-600-9240
























































SECOND HAND ROSE THRIFT SHOP
               116 Broadway, Schuylerville NY
                               [image: ]
                Tues. – Sat.  11am-4pm
        Donations gladly accepted
                 during store hours
      Volunteers are always needed!
           Call Charlotte at 518- 695-4640
Next Board meeting:   April 6  at 9:30 at OSRC
____________________________________________
                       SAFER
          Schuylerville Area Food Relief
    	    Open 9-12 noon    M, F  
                        518- 260-4779
____________________________________________
               EARTH DAY WEEK
        	   Earth Day Sunday, April 22
                    How you can help!
                  [image: ]     

Date:        Sat. April 21    1-3:30pm
Where:     Hudson Crossing Park 
	         (by Lock #5 in Schuylerville)
What:         Spring Cleaning at the Park!
	        (Part of statewide effort in
                    conjunction with Canal Clean 
                             Sweep)
Work:      Park clean-up, trail maintenance,  
                  planting, play garden repair
Bring:       Rakes, and light gardening tools

Contact Person:  Kate Morse, Co-Director, 		Hudson Crossing Park
Website:  www.hudsoncrossingpark.org

A great family event and opportunity for community service!






















_________________________________________
           














      BUS TRIP TO LANCASTER, PA
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When:  Friday, Saturday, May 4-5
Leaves:  5:15am  from Bacon Hill 
                 Reformed Church
What: Stops at Kitchen Kettle Village, 
    stay at Hotel Lancaster, dinner at 
    Shady Maple Restaurant, attend   
   “Jesus” at Sight and Sound Theater.
Cost:  $310 for double (includes
      tips)  $100 due to Nancy
      Purinton by 4/1; remainder by 4/16
Info:  purinton73@gmail.com or
	      518-636-3856
______________________________________
      LOCAL CHURCH DINNERS
	       AND EVENTS
          (Please mark your calendars!)
4/14  Sat.  Lasagna Dinner at Old 			Saratoga   4:30-6:30pm
4/21 Sat. (am)   Bacon Hill Bonanza 			Road 	Race
4/21 Sat.  Ham and Turkey at Quaker 		Springs   4-6pm
Sats. in May, June      Fort Miller Area
		 Bicycle Rides- Call John
                 Peterson for info-518-695-3054
6/2  Sat.  Chicken BBQ at Bacon Hill
6/2  Sat.  6pm Community Barbecue 	at		Fort Miller
10/20  Sat.  Roast Pork at Quaker 			Springs
   AUTISM EXPO AND ART EXHIBIT

    Sunday, April 29     12-3pm at the
       Saratoga Springs City Center

             A FREE, family event!!!
















































“JACOB’S WELL”
Old Saratoga Reformed Church 					 
48 Pearl Street, Schuylerville, NY 12871 		
E-Mail:oldsaratogareformed@gmail.com 
Fax: 1-518-695-3479
www.oldsaratoga.rcachurches.org
www.facebook.com/oldsaratogareformedchurch
PASTOR: Rev. Joyce deVelder
MINISTRY FELLOW:  Rev. Jennifer Legg
OFFICE MANAGER: Duffy Whitehouse
Consistory Members: Amber Deyoe, Paula Sheely,
Paulette Foote, Cindy Brockman, Bruce Guerineau,
Anne Mitchell
Published ten times yearly in Schuylerville, NY 12871
Sunday Worship: 10:00 am 
Sunday School:   as announced



                           





Easter Sunday Celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ
with the Lord’s Supper
Sunday April 1 at 10 am
Fellowship following!  All are welcome!

				     ANNUAL LASAGNA DINNER
Sat. April 14           4:30-6:30pm
(details inside)

EARTH DAY SUNDAY
April 22         10am

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY
Sunday   April 29   10am
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