September 2021

Sept. 5

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
Lectionary Readings: Proverbs 22: 1-2, 8-9, 22-23; Psalm 125;
James 2: 1-10, (11-13), 14-17; Mark 7: 24-37
Greeter: Bill Olmert
Liturgist: Carolyn Markwith
Usher: Pat Woomer
Counters: Mark Booth/ Cindy Brockman
Servers: Cindy Brockman/Amber Deyoe

Sept. 12

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST
Lectionary Readings: Proverbs 1: 20-33; Psalm 19; James 3: 1-12;
Mark 8: 27-38
Greeter: Duffy Whitehouse
Liturgist: Pat Woomer
Usher: Dick Behrens
Counters: Anne Mitchell/ Amber Deyoe

Sept. 19

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST
Lectionary Readings: Proverbs 31: 10-31; Psalm 1; James 3: 13-4: 3, 7-8a;
Mark 9: 30-37
Greeter: Kim Thayer
Liturgist: Victoria Starnella
Usher: Paula Sheely
Counters: Paula Sheely/Amber Deyoe

Sept. 26

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST
Lectionary Readings: Esther 7: 1-6; 9-10; 9: 20-22; Psalm 124; James 5: 13-20;
Mark 9: 38-50
Greeter: Pat Woomer
Liturgist: Chris Garney
Usher: Karl Thayer
Counters: Cindy Brockman/Anne Mitchell

Our church is open for worship at 10am each Sunday. The sanctuary is handicapped accessible.
Holy Communion is celebrated the first Sunday of the month.

Musings In the Interim
The Big One & The Little One
“So, what do we do?” is the question every interim ministry gets to at about this stage. Each congregation, those
with easily identifiable problems like the one where money was stolen, and those with harder challenges like the
one where the minister had committed suicide, all needed to have some positive action introduced to move
forward. I have now been with you all at OSRC for a few months, made a good number of visits and had some
more helpful conversations, and now it is time to do something.
OSRC is a congregation in transition, which is healthy, - not a congregation in crisis, which isn’t. So OSRC does
not need major transfusions nor huge re-building as many of my other assignments have. OSRC needs rather to
spend some interim time focusing on how we are doing with “majoring in the majors” rather than majoring in the
minors. So we are going to spend the Fall working on two topics, a big one and a little one.
The big topic is God & Worship. The decline of Christianity in the West has many causes and means many things,
but it is rooted in a single reality - as individuals, we no longer talk with one another about our current, real-time,
experience of God - and as a culture, we no longer have a common way of gathering to speak with God together,
expecting and noticing God’s presence and response. Individuals still have faith, but we lack common language
for sharing it. Congregations still hold gatherings called Worship, but the gatherings are all different and the
objective presence of God is not transparent to either those present or those outside.
The little topic is the coming minister. In the old days (whenever that was for you) we all knew what a minister
was like and what a minister was intended to do. The Letter of Call for a Minister still has words in it. But ask
yourself, “Do these words help me and the others in the congregation, all of us, understand what a minister should
do each day after breakfast?”
to be our pastor and teacher; to preach the Word of God in truth and faithfulness; to administer the holy sacraments agreeably to
the institution of Christ; to edify the congregation, and especially the youth by catechetical instruction and by explaining the
essential truths of the Holy Scriptures; to maintain Christian discipline; and to fulfill as a faithful servant of Jesus Christ the
whole work of the gospel ministry in conformity with the Word of God and the Constitution of the Reformed Church in America

On four Sundays during the Fall, we are going to have “Coffee Hour Conversations”. For an hour after worship,
we will gather to talk about these two topics. The format will be a 10 minute presentation to focus the
conversation followed by 30 minutes or so of guided conversation in which it will be important for as many as
possible to speak what they feel and think. The goal is not to reach conclusions, as this is much too short a time
frame. The goal is to begin a common conversation among OSRC folk that can continue with the new minister.
Our four will be:
September 12
“Our Next Minister Will . . . “
September 26
“Picturing Worship”
October 10
“Planning Worship”
October 24
“God’s Economics”
I do hope you will be able to be present. All who hope for a thriving future for OSRC, members and friends, are
welcome to come and participate.
Rett Zabriskie

SYMPATHY
OUR FRIENDS IN HEALTH CARE
FACILITIES/HOMEBOUND
Chauncey Mabb, Crescent Manor, 312 Crescent
Blvd., Bennington, VT 05201
Bette Tucker, Wesley Community, Victoria 212,
133 Lawrence St. Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
Pat Burke, Wesley Community, Victoria, 133
Lawrence St. Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
Florence Brown, The Sentinel, 10 Market Street,
Room 10, Amsterdam, NY 12010
Florence Sherman, Wesley Community,
Hathorn 207, 133 Lawrence Street, Saratoga
Springs, NY 12866, Phone # 518- 415-3012
(new room number)

IN OUR PRAYERS

“Pray at all times in the Spirit…making
supplication for all the saints.” Ephesians 6: 18
Ruth Hayes
Bette Tucker
Claire Houston
Dwight Colvin
Alyson Fitzgerald
David Garrand
Sheryl Norton
Trevor Lewie
Naomi Thayer
Alicia Lewie
Charlotte Morrill
Sherrie Mickel
AnnaBelle Gutasy
Charles Thayer
Peggy MacMillan
Sheryl Norton
Suzanne Guerineau
Florence Sherman
Florence Brown
DanDan MacMillan

THANKS RECEIVED

to the following families who lost loved ones this
summer:
Richard Signor, husband of Catherine Signor
(Gerry Barber’s sister) died in July after a long
illness. He and Catherine had been living in
Myrtle Beach for many years.
Gerry also mourns the loss of Joe Petralia, who
was father to her granddaughter, Joahna.
Priscilla Mellen (92) died on July 11, 2021. She
was the wife of Rick Mellen, and sister- in- law to
Patti Booth, Jim Mellen and Mike Mellen.
For many years Priscilla and Rick worked for the
Wycliffe Bible Translators, helping to bring the
Bible to those who did not have a translation in
their language which they could read.
Rod Borgman, brother of Pastor Joyce deVelder,
died unexpectedly on July 12. The deVelders
were on a trip to Michigan when Rod died, so
were able to be with their family. Pastor Joyce,
David and Mikael extend their thanks to the
church family for the cards, calls and expressions
of sympathy they received.

PEOPLE YOU KNOW
Cindy and Jim Brockman recently made a trip to
Nova Scotia to take their daughter, Emily, to
begin her studies at Dalhousie University’s
Graduate School of Dentistry.

..from Habitat for Humanity for donation of $92
..from Drilling For Hope for donation of $200
..from Wycliffe Bible Translators for $141
(these donations are made with the money from
the Deacon’s Fund and quarterly mission offerings
each month)
“Thank you for all that you did to make mom’s
(Anna Bierma) memorial service so wonderful. It
was beautiful and I know she loved it. The
luncheon following was amazing and delicious.
Again, much appreciation for all your hard work.
I hope you all have a wonderful summer!”
Love, Rixt (Clifford)

We wish Emily well as she pursues her goal of
becoming a dentist.
We recently learned that Jenny Middlebrook
has joined the Christ Community Reformed
Church in Clifton Park. While we will miss Jenny,
who has been a part of OSRC for over 25 years,
we wish her well in her new church, which is very
near to her apartment.

ANNIVERSARIES
11: Patrick and Robin Woomer
16 Sue and Mike Hughes
21: Paula (Hayes) and Douglas Sheely, 1991
24: Karl and Kim Thayer

BIRTHDAYS
2: Cindy Brockman
4: Patricia Hayes-Howd
4: Jim Brockman
4: Atticus McCarty
5: Karl Thayer
9: Bridgette Lewie
10: Emma Nazarenko
11: Barbara Elcox
14: Joan Lapitsky
14: Mike Hughes
16: Gene Usher
18: Jennifer (MacMillan) Squires
18: Brian Driscoll
20: Randy Kerr III
23: Gage Woomer
24: Chad Cummins
25: Adam Lockwood
29: Patti Booth

OSRC MISSION STATEMENT
In answer to God’s call
to share Christ’s love,
we welcome people
of all abilities and life situations,
and encourage everyone
to fully participate in worship and service.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Bacon Hill is looking for someone to be the
Administrative Assistant, responsible for running
their church office for 2-4 hours per week. For
more info, please call our church office
(518-695-3479)for the details, responsibilities,
and salary.

