
An Open Letter to Potential Candidates to be the Minister of  

Old Saratoga Reformed Church in Schuylerville New York 

 

Old Saratoga Reformed Church (OSRC) is an old church in a 

small old village. We have a history here. Some people refer to us as 

a place to get help. Others tell us we are known as a friendly, 

welcoming congregation. We are a small congregation, but we 

believe that our ministry continues to be important and we strive to 

follow in Jesus’ footsteps as we minister to those near and far. We 

want to share God’s love with others through our worship services, 

our involvement in making our community a better place, and in 

sharing our gifts locally and globally. 

We are looking for a minister who wants to become part of our 

church family and community. We are looking for a Pastor not just a 

minister. One of the members of the local Ecumenical Clergy Group 

recently wrote about the difference between the two stating that, 

“To call someone pastor means you trust them with your spiritual growth 

and well-being. You call them that because you know they will care about 

you and help you become what God called you to be.”  

Our congregation has many strengths, but we also have areas 

where we need to improve. For example, we need guidance to help 

us set goals beyond just surviving as a congregation and to find 

purpose in mission beyond financial giving. For if our only goal is to 

survive, then that is the best we can hope for, but if our goal is to 

help others, then through God, anything is possible. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this and to check out our 

profile which follows. If you think God is leading you to learn more 

about ministry at OSRC, we look forward to hearing from you.  Please 

contact Christine Garney, our Search Committee Chairperson, at 

the phone or email address shown in the profile, or mail to the 

church address.  



OLD SARATOGA REFORMED CHURCH PROFILE  

 

Contact Information 

 

Name of church:  Old Saratoga Reformed Church (OSRC) 

Web address:   http://old-saratoga.rcachurches.org/ 

Address:   48 Pearl St. 
    Schuylerville, NY  12871 

Telephone:    (518) 695-3479 

 E-Mail address:  oldsaratogareformed@gmail.com  

 

Denomination:  Reformed Church in America (RCA) 

Classis:    Schenectady 

Classis Supervisor:  Rev. Matthew van Maastricht 

Telephone:    (518) 595-5125 

 E-Mail address:  pastormatthew.arc@gmail.com 

 

Search Committee Chair: Christine Garney 

Telephone:    (518) 695-6638  

E-Mail address:  cgarney1@nycap.rr.com 

 

Vice President:  Paula Sheely 

Telephone:   (518) 596-2918 

E-Mail address:  pjsheely@yahoo.com 

 

Mission 

In answer to God’s call to share Christ’s love, we welcome people of all abilities and life 

situations and encourage everyone to fully participate in worship and service.  



Open Position: Pastor 

Our small congregation, with the help of an endowment, has been be able to support a full-time 

pastor with a base salary, housing and benefits.  We feel this position could be filled with a part-

time minister but would be open to full-time and a discussion of benefits should the right 

candidate apply. 

 

Worship Schedule 

 
Time of Worship 

Average 
Attendance 

Five Years Ago 

Average 
Attendance 

Today 

Sundays 10:00 AM 35 – 40 21 

The COVID-19 pandemic reduced overall attendance which does not include those who watch 

online.  We also lost families as their children aged out of Sunday School. 

 

Worship Style 

Our style is relatively traditional but we are open to some new experiences.   A sample bulletin 

is attached for reference. 

 

Membership 

 Five Years Ago Today 

Active Confessing Members    52 52 

Inactive Confessing Members 79 84 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Elders have been more liberal in keeping people on the 

active list as some are cautious about coming back to church. 

 

Percentage of Active 
(baptized & confessing) Members 

 
Age Range 

2% 0 – 20 Years Old 

16% 20 – 34 Years Old 

10% 35 – 49 Years Old 

24% 50 – 64 Years Old 

48% 65 Years and Older 

 

The ethnicity of the congregation reflects the demographics of the area, which is Caucasian.  All 

members speak English as their first language. 



There are a variety of education levels in our congregation.  Most have had up to twelve years 

of formal education.  Many have had some education beyond high school, with many of those 

with a college degree.  A few members have graduate degrees. 

The occupations of members include engineers, office workers, business people, industrial 

workers and farmers.  Several members are/were teachers.  A large portion of our membership 

is retired.   

 

Church Educational Programs 

Sunday School was discontinued in 2018 as children aged out and no younger children joined 

the church. 

Ecumenical Bible Study meets at OSRC weekly, except during summer months.  This program is 

led by one of our members who has completed his study to be a Preaching Elder.  It is attended 

by 8 - 10 people. 

 

Church Groups/Committees/Organizations 

Our annual report is attached which contains reports from our various groups, committees and 

organizations  

 

Community Involvement 

Due to the pandemic, community involvement has been limited.  Over the years, we began a 

food pantry and thrift shop, both of which were spun off into their own entities.  Prior to the 

pandemic, we participated in a community picnic with the other local RCA churches.  We also 

held free concerts for the community. 

 

Community Served 

Schuylerville is an historic community.  The church is located in the village, but the school 

district encompasses a larger area.  The local community is growing in population.  The village 

has boutique shops and restaurants, a bank and a small grocery store.  Retail chain stores are 

within a 15 minute drive. 

Schuylerville Central School is a highly rated and desirable school system.   

https://www.schuylervilleschools.org/ 

Village of Schuylerville 
https://www.villageofschuylerville.org/ 



Town of Saratoga 
https://townofsaratoga.com/ 

Town of Northumberland 
https://www.townofnorthumberland.org/ 

The community served is home to several other denominations including Roman Catholic, 

Methodist, Episcopal, Assembly of God, and two other RCA churches. 

 

Cooperative Ministry 

OSRC has coordinated with the two other Reformed churches in our area, Bacon Hill RC and 

Fort Miller RC, to form the “Turning Point Churches”.  We hold joint services with these 

congregations approximately three times per year, one at each church. 

OSRC participates in ecumenical joint services for Lent, Thanksgiving and All Saints.  There is 

generally a joint Christmas concert to benefit a local charity. 

 

Financial Information/Congregational Giving 

Copies of our most recent Consistorial Report and our Annual Budget are attached. 

Approximately 75% of our budget is contributed by living donors.  Donations are made by our 

overall membership without dependence on any one donor.  The remainder of OSRC’s 

budgeted funds are withdrawn from endowment dividends.   

We were able to take advantage of a PPP loan for approximately $10,000 in 2020 which has 

been forgiven.  We have no indebtedness.   

OSRC has active fundraising efforts including the following annual events: 
 Church Suppers (approximately four per year) 
 Christmas Crafts/Decorations Sale 
 Garage Sale 
 Pecan Sales 
 Amazon Smile 

 

Church Buildings 

Church - OSRC has a beautiful brick church with stained glass windows. It is listed on the historic 

registry.  The sanctuary is upstairs with a fellowship hall, kitchen, church office and restrooms 

on the first floor.  OSRC has a handicapped accessible lift.  We have a circular driveway and off-

street handicapped parking only.  All other parking is on the street. 



Parsonage – The five bedroom brick parsonage is also listed on the historic registry.  It is located 

immediately next door to the church.  The parsonage is undergoing a renovation to prepare it 

for the arrival of our new pastor.  The kitchen and full bath are being completely replaced.  The 

parsonage has off-street parking in a driveway. 

 

OSRC Paid Staff Positions 

Position Full/Part-Time Role 

Office Manager Part-Time Our Office Manager works 3 to 5 days per week from 
9am – 12pm 

Organist Part-Time Our organist plays during our regular services and choir 
rehearsals 

Church Cleaner Part-Time Our cleaner comes into the church on a flexible schedule 
weekly and before any special events to clean 

 

Consistory 

Role Sex Occupation 

Elder Female Credit Union Executive 

Elder Male Retired Utilities Worker 

Elder Male Mental Health Aide 

Deacon Female Disabilities Professional 

Deacon Female Former Nurse 

Deacon Male Retired Music Teacher 

Consistory members are selected through election at our annual meeting held the third Sunday 

in November each year.  Church members make nominations.  Nominees may accept or decline 

their nominations.  Candidates generally run unopposed. 

 

Women in Leadership at OSRC 

Our embracing of women in leadership roles is evidenced by our female pastor of 38 years.  In 

2022, three of the six consistory members, including the VP are women.  Our membership is  

largely women.  Most of our committee chairperson positions are also held by women.  

 

OSRC During the COVID-19 Pandemic 

Throughout the last 18 months, during the COVID-19 pandemic and after having lost our pastor 

of 38 years due to retirement, our worship services have been led by a variety of people.  These 

include nine members of our own small congregation, each bringing their own unique gifts and 

perspectives to the worship experience.  We also had four ordained ministers and three lay 



leaders from outside our congregation.  We feel we have had a wide range of spiritual 

experiences to help us in selecting our next pastor. 

We were able to begin sharing our services via Facebook, utilizing the talents of our Minister of 

Music.  When services were allowed in person, we continued to offer the online option to those 

who were not comfortable or able to attend.  

 

Reflections of Who We Are 

 We have strong beliefs. 

 We have set ‘being an inclusive church for people of all abilities and needs’ as a priority 

and are now looking to expanding that to include people of the LGBTQIA+ community. 

 We believe in working with and respecting people of other faiths. 

 The ecumenical community is important to our congregation. 

 We are an empowered congregation.  We kept going on our own for ten months 

following the retirement of our long-term pastor during the COVID pandemic.  We 

embrace the gifts of lay leaders in worship and all areas of the church.  People step up 

to meet needs. 

 We have fun working together.  We enjoy fellowship and being together.  Strong 

friendships have evolved over time. 

 We like food and have really good cooks in our congregation.  Many meetings involve 

refreshments. 

 Music is an important part of our worship.  We have talented musicians in our 

congregation. 

 We believe that we should be good stewards of the earth.  We are mindful of the 

environment in our choices. 

 We make financial investments only in companies who demonstrate good moral values. 

 Although we are a small congregation, we truly believe God has a plan for us to continue 

to be a church.  There is still work to be done and we are willing to work. 

 We are not perfect.  We are open to improvement with someone who is willing to work 

with us.  

 

Gifts We Are Seeking in Our Future Pastor 

 Exhibits strong preaching/teaching skills 

 Values interpersonal relationships 

 Embraces ecumenical and community participation 

 



Attachments 

Sample Bulletin 

Annual Report including Budget 

Consistorial Report 



BULLETIN SAMPLE 

OLD SARATOGA REFORMED CHURCH 
Schuylerville, New York 

Worship Leader: Dick Behrens 
 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY  

Jan. 23, 2022      10 am                                              

 

WELCOME!  If you are a visitor this morning, we 

hope you leave as a friend!  Please sign our 

register, and know that you are welcome to 

worship with us again! 

HYMN BOOKS are at the end of each pew. 

*The people stand 
 

 

      O COME LET US WORSHIP 
 

 

A TIME FOR SILENT MEDITATION   
             (Lighting the candles) 
 

THE GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

PRELUDE      

        

CALL TO WORSHIP        
 

SENTENCES       from Psalm 19 

         L:  The heavens are telling the glory of 

God; and the firmament proclaims his 

handiwork. 

  

 

  

 

 P:  Day to day pours forth speech, and 

night to night declares knowledge.   

 L:  There is no speech, nor are there 

words; their voice is not heard. 

 P: Yet their voice goes out through all the 

earth, and their words to the end of the world. 

 L: The law of the Lord is perfect; reviving 

the soul. 

 P: The decrees of the Lord are sure, 

making wise the simple. 

 L: The fear of the Lord is pure; enduring 

forever. 

 P: The ordinances of the Lord are true 

and righteous altogether. 
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE # 103   Ye Servants of 

 God, Your Master Proclaim 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION  

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   (in unison)  

 God of all the saints, God of all the 

sinners, hear our prayer.  We would be  

saintlike - holy, good, patient, loving.  But we 

end up feeling more like sinners- full of failures 

of morality, selfish, mean.  Perhaps you see us 

simply as human-  as beloved, and flawed, 

and trying, and failing, and succeeding. In all 

of this, forgive the wrong that we have done, 

and bless the good we have accomplished.  

Keep on loving us, and helping us, and 

molding us more and more into the image of 

Christ, in whose name we pray.  Amen. 

  

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

 

       HEAR THE WORD OF THE GOSPEL 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION     
 

SCRIPTURE 
 Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Luke 4: 14-21 
           L:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

 P:  Thanks be to God. 
 

   

SERMON     “The In-Between Times”  

   

PRAYER FOR GOD’S BLESSING  

 

*HYMN # 310  O Word of God Incarnate 

 

 

  BLESSED ARE  THEY WHO HEAR 

         THE WORD AND DO IT  
 

 

ANTHEM         A Canon of Praise   
                           Natalie Sleeth 
  

*DOXOLOGY   #809  
 

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND  

 INTERCESSION         
 

 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 

 be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, thy 

 will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread, and 

 forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

 debtors.  And lead us not into 

 temptation, but deliver us from evil:  

 for thine is the kingdom, and the 

          power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

*HYMN # 743  Christ for the World We  

   Sing 
 

*BENEDICTION AND POSTLUDE   
 

 

GREETER:  Carolyn Markwith 

LITURGIST: Carolyn Markwith 

USHER:  Duffy Whitehouse 

MINISTER OF MUSIC:  Christopher Tucker 

ORGANIST:  Barbara Elcox 
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